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titive
bids, except as hereinafter pr »  Where

the amount t¢ bo expended is,in excess of the
sum of $2,000,00 the purchase shall be mde
upon sealed competitive bids received hy the
manager after tem days advertisement in some
paper or papers of genaral ¢lroulation in this
S8tate. Where the amount of the purchase 1ls
less than $2,000,.00 the mausger shall, before
lotting any contraot for such purchase, ask
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and receive not less than thiree sealed compe-

tive hids for suok gontrast. XIn cases of amor-

goney the oontemplated expenditure does not ex- :
~oned $800,00, the purchese may be mmde without (necessity)
for coppetitive dids.* e

2 Artiocle 634, Revised Civil Statutes, 1s as tol-‘
owsy

¥The Board of Gontrol shall purshase all

tha supplies unselt by each Department of the
State Government, including tho State Prison
Bystem, and e¢ath eloemosynary inpstitution,
Norzml. sohool, Agrionltural and Mechanlcal
follegs, Tniveraity of Texas, and each and
all othar State Schools or Dapartmonts of .
the Siats Government heretofore or heroafter
orsated. Such supplies to inciute furniture
a1 all athet ihings reqained by the Siffer:.’

nd o - things : by the far- -
ent departments or instidutions, except -
strictly perishable goods,*

The oontract unier consideration was exaecuted by
the Prison Bystem with the Cameron Can Machinery Company
for the materials and installation of & camning plant at
the State Farm industries. The System, no doubt, acted
in pursuance of Article 61486n, above quoted, and the Board
of Control perhaps declined to approve the comtract be-
cange of Article 884 of the statutes.

The language of Article 8168n, "all contracts for
the purchase of materials, supplies, equipment and sugte-
nance for the Prison Bystem," is droad enough to include
the present contract. The language of Article 42¢, %such
supplies to include # & # and all other things reguired by
the different departments or institutions, except strictly

perishable goods,® is also broad emough to cover the ypresent
contraot. '

There is, therefore, an obvious conflict, and one
or the other of the statutes mst fall. The rule in such a
case is that the last Act repeals or supersedes the prior
Act in respeot to the conflict. :

874



e -

8?5
Honorable Geo, H. Sheppard - Page 3

Article g8166n was enacted in 192%. Article 634
30, Ch, 17). There is no express repealing clause in
H. B:. Ko, 149. Thore is always an implication of repeal,
however, where, as here, the provislons of the two statutes
relate to the same subject-matter, and are in such conflict
as that both cannot stand at the same time. Furthermore,

the emergency clause of H. B. No, 149 is quite significant.
¥hat clause iss . -

*The necessity for conforming and extend~
ing the exercime of the responsibilities to
be assumed by the Board of Control to all in-
stitutions of the State government, creates
an emergency and an imperative public neces-
sity thet the constitutional rule re ng -
that bills be read on three several days be
suspended, and the rule is hereby suspended,
and this Act shall take effect and he in
force from and after its passage, and it is
a0 enacted,*

So.that, you are advised that the coniract in .
question ghould have been let by the Board of Control
rather than by the Prison System, Article 634 being the
1atest Act, and you should not pass the account for pay-
ment .
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